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Why Peter Fell to His Knees in a Boat
Behold the Lamb.
JOHN 1:29, 36

Written by Bill Perkins

"Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men."
And immediately they left their nets
and followed Him.
- Matthew 4:19-20

Peter, Andrew, James, and John hadn't known Jesus long.
Three weeks at most.
But look at what they'd already seen and heard:

"Behold the Lamb."
(John 1:29, 36)
A rabbi who renamed Peter.
(John 1:42)
A Messiah who read hearts.
(John 1:47-49)
Water turned to wine.
(John 2:1-11)
Zeal that cleansed the Temple.
(John 2:13-17)
Birth from above.
(John 3:1-8)
A woman who met Him at a well.
(John 4:4-26)
A village awakened by His word.
(John 4:39-42)
Crowds drawn by His teaching.
(Luke 5:1)
A miraculous catch that broke their net.
(Luke 5:4-7)
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That's the r�sum� of Jesus they carried into this moment.
Not years of apprenticeship.
Not months of slow formation.
Just three weeks of revelation-
fast, sharp, undeniable.

But the miracle wasn't the turning point.
The sinking boats weren't the climax.
The full net wasn't the breakthrough.

This was:
"Lord, depart from me, for I'm a sinful man."
- Luke 5:8

In that moment, everything became clear.

Peter's collapse into clarity was the breakthrough.
The moment he finally saw the truth about himself
and the truth about Jesus.

Jesus didn't call Peter because he fell to his knees.
He called him because he finally saw why he needed to.

What happened to Peter had happened before.
Isaiah saw his uncleanness-then he was sent.
(Isaiah 6:5-8)
Moses saw his weakness-then he was commissioned.
(Exodus 3:11-12)
Gideon saw his insignificance-then he was empowered.
(Judges 6:14-16)
Peter saw his sin-then he was called.
(Luke 5:8-10)

The call doesn't come during the miracle.
It comes after the confession.
After the clarity.
After the collapse.

You may not know this about Jesus-
He doesn't call people at their strongest,
but at their clearest.

Because once a person sees Jesus clearly,
everything else loses its claim.
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The boats.
The nets.
The business.
The plans.

Peter didn't leave everything because he was bold.
He left because he finally saw Someone
greater than everything he was leaving behind.
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